
Maher Attar combines his background as an award 

winning photographer with his war-time photography 

and life style portrait of world leaders and celebrities. 

His clients include magazines, celebrities and non-

profit organizations.

In 1984, Maher Attar started his career as a war photographer working for 
Agence France-Presse in Lebanon. His debut as a press photographer was 
launched in 1985 by a moving photo taken during the war in Lebanon that 
made it to the front page of New York Times. In 1986, Sygma Photo Agency, 
now known as Corbis-Getty, appointed him as a Middle East Correspondent. 
Maher covered the Iran-Iraq war, the Gulf war, the Afghanistan Taliban war, 
Achille Lauro hijacking, and the American and French hostages crises in 

Lebanon among other conflicts and events in the Middle East.

In 1996, the agency relocated Maher to France to be on its elite team of Paris-
based photographers. He traveled on a number of assignments that covered 
major world events and followed leaders and celebrities such as French 
President Jacques Chirac, the late Lebanese Prime Minister Rafic Hariri, 
Queen Rania of Jordan, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, the late actress 
Elizabeth Taylor, singer Phil Collins, chef Alain Ducasse, top model Dayle 
Haddon, sculpturer Bernar Venet, painter Za Wou ki and Spanish architect 
Santiago Calatrava.

In 2002, Maher established his own photo press agency, MGA Production 
and successfully recruited key clients including leading publications such as 
Life, Newsweek, Time, Le Figaro and Paris Match.



maher has been recognized regionally and 
internationally for his accomplishments in the 
world of photography. lebanon honored him in the 
exhibition “Born In Lebanon” alongside the world 
renowned singer fayrouz and the internationally 
acclaimed fashion designer elie saab. 

the united nations environment programme exhibited 
his work at the espace pierre cardin in paris, entitled 
“Auprès De Mon Arbre”, featuring nine large format 
photographs celebrating nature, water and life. 
in addition, the united nations photo library has 
archived and used maher’s moving picture of the 
french un peacekeeper during an exchange of fire in 
south lebanon in 1986.

maher’s book titled “Challenges & Reality” was 
sponsored by the education above all foundation and 
captured the day-to-day circumstances of children 
around the world and their rights to education. 
the book was launched at the united nations 
headquarters in new york and was exhibited at the 
unesco headquarters in paris. 

to fuel his passion for art, maher has had the idea of 
creating a book that has toiled in his head for more 
than ten years. however, it was not until he returned 
to his homeland, lebanon, that “Be Creative” came to 
life. as an artist and a professional, maher tells true 
stories of artists, by an artist. 

“Born In Lebanon”

“Challenges & Reality”

“BE Creative”

“Auprès De Mon Arbre”

Maher held a number of positions as a photographer and communications 
advisor to her Royal Highness Princess Haya of Jordan and director at the 
office of her highness Sheikha Moza Bint Nasser in charge of developing 
Qatar’s image bank and organizing programs designed for NGOs to 
teach children from Asian countries the techniques of photography. As an 
expert lomographer, Maher was selected by the MEP (European House 
of Photography) and IMA (the Arab World Institute) to exhibit his latest 
lomography work at the first photography biennale of the contemporary Arab 
world in Paris from November 2015 to January 2016.

www.maherattar.com



Experience

2006	 –    PRESENT	 founder of the publishing house art & privilège editions

2007	 –    2015	 director, photo library of the office of sheikha moza bint 		
				    nasser of qatar

2012	 –    2014	 photography consultant for qatar museums authority

2002	 –    2007	 manager and photographer mga production, photo press agency

2000	 –    2002	 press and communications advisor to princess haya of jordan

1986	 –    2002	 staff photographer at the sygma photo press agency

1990	 –    2002	 paris bureau, realisation and publication of magazine 		
				    reportages on countries, celebrities and art for géo, paris 		
				    match, le figaro magazine, life, time, newsweek, stern, focus, 	
				    business week, etc. producer and director of a network of 	
				    photographers in the middle east

1986	 –    1990	 war correspondent in the middle east, based in beirut, and 		
				    then in amman (jordan) to cover the gulf war

1985	 –    1986	 staff photographer at the agence france-presse (afp) beirut 	
				    (lebanon) bureau, middle east correspondent covering, 		
				    notably, the achille lauro (egypt), war in the palestinian 		
				    camps, and the twa highjacking

1982	 –    1985	 freelance photographer for the ap and ansa press agencies

Exhibitions

2018	 BE Creative,  Artists Made In Lebanon		
		  saleh barakat gallery I beirut

2016	 Challenge s & Reality		
		  katara cultural village  I  Doha

2015	 Le Temps Suspendu
		  photo12 gallery, 1st biennale of photographers in the arab world  I  IMA, Paris

2015	 Challenge s & Reality
		  unesco headquarters  I  Paris

2015	 Challenge s & Reality
		  united nations headquarters  I  New York

2013	 Challenge s & Reality
		  eaa village, qncc  I  Doha

2013	 A Still On A Land In Motion
		  anima gallery  I  The Pearl Qatar

2011 	 DOHArama. .Portrait of a city
		  qma gallery, katara  I  Doha

2010 	 Haute Couture Photography
		  zaï  I  Doha

2009	 23  Visions
		  a collective exhibition  I  Dome City Center, Beirut



2007	 Once Upon A Time… Souk Waqif
		  unesco  I  Paris

2006	 Once Upon A Time…
		  souk waqif police station  I  Doha

2006	 Bonheur… By Maher Attar
		  mois de la photo  I  Paris

2006	 One year Of happine ss
		  printemps de la mode  I  Paris

2006	 Be side My Tree
		  espace cardin  I  Paris

2005	 24 Hours
		  european tour  I  Lithuania

2004	 Looking Over Jordan
		  printemps haussmann  I  Paris

2004	 24 Hours
		  Vilnius, Lithuania

2003	 A Twenty Year Journey
		  festival du scoop  I  Angers 

2003	 A Twenty Year Journey
		  central color  I  Paris

Books

2018	 BE Creative 
		  artists made in lebanon I Editions Art & Privilège

2015	 Challenge s & Reality
		  for education above all foundation  I  Editions Art & Privilège

2010	 DOHArama
		  doha city between present and past  I  Editions Art & Privilège

2009	 On The Road To School
		  for reach out to asia ngo  I  Editions Art & Privilège

2008	 Portraits… Lebanon
		  Editions Art & Privilège

2007	 Where We Were
		  Private Collection

2006	 Bonheur,  A Cabaret Dancer
		  Editions Art & Privilège

2006	 Once Upon A Time…
		  souk waqif, the old souk of doha city  I  Editions Art & Privilège

2003	 A Twenty Year Journey,  Retrospective
		  Edition MGA Production

2001	 Morio Matsui
		  a japanese painter  I  Editions DCL

1989	 The Palace Of Beiteddin
		  18th century’s palace in lebanon  I  Private Collection


